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To you, Almighty Father, Creator of the universe and of mankind,
through Christ, the Living One, Lord of time and history, in the
Spirit who makes all things holy, be praise and honour and glory
now and for ever. Amen!

Addis Ababa, 27 May 2007
Feast of Pentecost
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Praise and glory to You, Most Holy Trinity, you alone are Go
most high!

By your grace, O Father, may the Jubilee Year be a time of deep
conversion and of joyful return to you. May it be a time of
reconciliation between people, and of peace restored among
nations, a time when swords are beaten into ploughshares and the
clash of arms gives way to songs of peace. Father, grant that we
may live this Jubilee Year docile to the voice of the Spirit, faithful
to the way of Christ, diligent in listening to your Word and in
approaching the wellsprings of grace.

Praise and glory to You, Most Holy Trinity, you alone are God
most high!

Father, by the power of the Spirit, strengthen the Church’s
commitment to the new evangelization and guide our steps along
the pathways of the world, to proclaim Christ by our lives, and to
direct our earthly pilgrimage towards the City of heavenly light.
May Christ’s followers show forth their love for the poor and the
oppressed: may they be one with those in need and abound in
works of mercy: may they be compassionate towards all, that they
themselves may obtain indulgence and forgiveness from you.
Praise and glory to You, Most Holy Trinity, you alone are God
most high!

Father, grant that you Son’s disciples, purified in memory and
acknowledging their failings, may be one, that the world may
believe. May dialogue between the followers of the great religions
prosper, and may all people discover the joy of being your
children. May the intercession of Mary, Mother of your faithful peo-
ple, in union with the prayers of the Apostles, the Christian martyrs,
and the righteous of all nations in every age, make the Holy Year a
time of renewed hope and of joy in the Spirit for each of us and for
the whole Church.

Praise and glory to You, Most Holy Trinity, you alone are

God most high!
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13. This Jubilee Year providentially coincides with the preparation
for the Synod of Bishops Second Special Assembly for Africa
whose theme is: “The Church in Africa in Service to
Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”. This preparation gives us
inspiration for our Ethiopian Jubilee Year in order to renew
both the Church and the human society. Let us listen to the
prophitic call of the Synod preparatory working paper called
Lineamenta: “The mission of Christ and Christians, as we have
already said, is to save the whole person (cf. LK 4:18ff).
Precisely in today’s Africa, each person must be saved through
not only liberation of the spirit but liberation from war - internal
and external - economic exploitation, hunger, sickness,
tribalism, injustices dicatatorship and corruption of all kinds.
The problems of healing are not limited to the religious sphere
alone; they also include and prsuppose the political, economic
and cultural spheres”. (Lineamenta, No. 74)

14. The grace of this Jubilee means, therefore, more communion in
Church life and among Christian Churches. Also, more free-
dom, justice, peace and harmony in our civil society. We ask
the Blessed and all Pure Virgin Mary, to help us to receive this
grace by her powerful intercession.

15. We want to close this message with the prayer composed by
His Holiness Pope John Paul Il for this Jubilee which beautifully
expresses its meaning and its spirituality. It would be pastorally
appropriate to recite it often in all our Christian communities
and Catholic families:

Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love, gave us your
only begotten Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate in the spotless womb of the Virgin Mary and was born in
Bethlehem two thousand years ago. He became our companion
on life’s path and gave new meaning to our history, the journey
make together in toil and suffering, in faithfulness and love,
towards the new heaven and the new earth where You, once
death has been vanquished, will be all in all.
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Making this year of favour of the Lord effective through restora-
tion of justice, remission of sins, sacramental and extra-
sacramental penance and the granting of indulgences in a spe-
cial way.

It also should include a special hope for progress in the unity
among Christians, until full communion is reached. This deep
desire should be expressed through ecumenical prayerful
celebrations.

As an immediate preparation to the jubilee the Pope invited the
Church as a whole and all the Catholics to a deep examination
of conscience leading to the recognition of our sinfulness, to the
promotion of social justice and to the restoration of Christian
unity (Tertio Millennio Adveniente, 33-34).

Our Celebration

11.

12.

It is not our purpose in this short message to enter into the
details of the program proposed by the National Coordinating
Commission for the Millennium Celebration. Moreover, the
celebration is not to be conceived only at national level. Itis up
to each diocese, vicariate, prefecture and parish to show
pastoral creativity in programming different events in order to
facilitate the participation of all the faithful in this Jubilee Year
according to the local circumstances.

Ours is rather an invitaion open to all, to enter into this year with
“a broken and contrite heart” (Ps 51:17) so that the external
celebration be grounded in a deep interior attitude of
conversion. We want to make ours here the words of the
Apostle: “As his fellow workers, we urge you not to let your
acceptance of his grace come to nothing. As he said, ‘At the
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time of my favour | have answered you: on the day of salvation
I have helped you:’ well, now is the real time of favour, now the
day of salvation”

(2 Corinthians 6:1-2).



7.

In the New Testament Jesus himself made allusion to the
Jubilee Year as a year of favour from the Lord and took it as a
programmatic symbol of his own mission by quoting prophet
Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to
bring the good news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim
liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim a year of favour from the Lord”

(LK 4:18. Cf.Is 49:8-10; 61:1-2).

The Tradition of the Church

8.

It was Pope Boniface VIII the one who instituted the first
Christian Jubilee in the year 1300 as a year of conversion and
remission of sins. Since then the Catholic Church has been
celebrating Jubilee Years, not only every fifty years like the
Hebrew Jubilee, but also on the occasion of special events,
attaching to these celebrations special graces and indulgences
for the faithful.

. For the Church the Jubilee is a year of special grace, of

remission of sins, a year of reconciliation between quarrelling
persons and groups. Our own lives are marked in a sense with
jubilees, anniversaries of birthdays and weddings and, for us
Christians, anniversaries of Baptism, First Communion, Confir-
mation, Priestly or Episcopal Ordination. Communities, dioceses
and parishes also celebrate jubilees for the anniversaries of
foundation.

The Character of the Celebration

10. According to Pope John Paul 11, the Church’s celebration of the

Jubilee should have something of these fundamental
characteristics:

Jubilation, a joyful celebration of salvation in Jesus Christ by
making known to the world the great gift of salvation we have
received in the past (Christ Yesterday) and its validity and
continuing availability in our times (Christ today).
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“The Jubilee of the year 2000” - wrote Pope John Paul Il - is
intended to be a great prayer of praise and thanksgiving, for the gift
of the Incarnation of God’s Son and of the Redemption he has
accomplished” (Tertio Millennio Adveniente, 32)

4.

This year 2000 of the Redemption of the Lord is, for the Catholic
Church, a Jubilee Year, that is, a year especially dedicated to a
spiritual renewal of all the followers of Christ at the personal and
social level. It is, therefore, of paramount importance that we
grasp the deep meaning of this celebration if we want to profit of
the graces attached to it.

The Jubilee Year in the Biblical Tradition

5.

6.

In addition to the weekly rest, or Sabbath, God asked also for a
Sabbath Year to be celebrated every seventh year (Cf. Lev 25:
1-13; Ex 23:1-11) and especially for the Jubilee Year to be cele-
brated after seven weeks of seven years (Cf. Lev 24: 8), that is
the fiftieth year )Cf. Lev 25:10). This was not a mundane year of
laziness and idleness but a year consecrated to God and to the
restoration of human relations in the People of God. The Sab-
bath year legislation provided for the restoration of freedom for
those who in their need had sold themselves in servitude to their
own fellow Israelites (Cf. Ex 21:2-6) as well as for the cancella-
tion of debts (Cf. Dt 15:1-6).

The Jubilee Year was a year of conversion to justice, reconcilia-
tion and peace. It was not an easy year especially for the op-
pressor and the powerful in society and this is why many Biblical
scholars think that it was not always fully observed in the
practice of Israel.
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CHRIST YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER

Message of the Catholic Bishops of Ethiopia for the celebration

of the Jubilee Year 2000. The Ethiopian Millennium

Introduction

1.

As the Catholic Church celebrated the 2000 years of the birth of
Christ in the countries that follow the Gregorian calendar, in the
same way and with the same joy the Catholic church in Ethiopia
is going to celebrate, in union with all the Christians in our
country, this historical event according to the Julian calendar
which is followed in our country from time immemorial. On
this occasion we, the Catholic Bishops of Ethiopia want to send
to you this  spiritual message on the occasion of this important
event.

. For the civil society the year 2000 marks just the transition

towards the third millennium but what makes it different for the
church is that the historical reference in the way of our counting
the years is the great mystery of the Incarnation. With the
Incarnation, God entered human history, eternity entered time:
Christ is the Lord of time. Time has a fundamental importance
in human life. As Jesus sanctified our body by taking a body like
ours, in the same way He sanctified our time by accepting to live
in our time. A Christian cannot say that time is just money
because time is also holy. It is against this background that we
have to understand the custom of Jubilee Years which began in
Bible times and continues in the history of the Church.

. The counting of the years may be different but “Christ is the

same yesterday, today and forever” (Heb 13:8). With his coming
among us Jesus Christ inaugurated a new era, the favorable
time of our salvation, and this event of the Incarnation that took
place approximately 2000 years ago is the fundamental reason
for our celebration.
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